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Finnish regional offices in 
Brussels

• Overall cloes to 300 regional

offices in Brussels

• Five Finnish regional offices

• EU-offices represent regions, 

their universities, businesses

etc. 

Itä- ja Pohjois-Suomen 
EU-toimisto

Helsinki EU Office

Länsi-Suomen
Eurooppa-toimisto

Tampereen ja 
Pirkanmaan
EU-toimisto

Turun ja Varsinais-Suomen
Eurooppa-toimisto
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Northern forests & EU – who decides?

• Often impact of EU legislation is overestimated in

EU countries

• Finnish legislation 1995-2015: 17,8 % of legislation

had connection to EU legislation (Research

conducted by Tampere university professora Tapio

Raunio & Matti Wiberg)



EU decision making process



Search word ”forest” gives 71 
hits, including industry, NGOs, 
forest owners associations etc.



Brussels based lobbies related to forestry



EU has no competency on forestry, but still EU 

legislation and processes have an impact on forestry
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Recent/current EU policies/legislation

having an impact on forestry

• Renewable Energy Directive Recast (bioenergy)

• Regulation on sustainable investments 24.5.2018

• Definition on sustainable forest management 

• Commission non-binding guidelines on cascading

use of wood (2019)

• EU’s Bioeconomy Strategy update 2018

• ”A Clean Planet for all” -strategy, carbon neutral

Europe by 2050



EU’s forest strategy (valid until 2020)

• Council conclusions on the implementation

5.4.2019, priorities for 2019-2020: 
• making full use of all the financial tools (forestry measures under 

the Common Agricultural Policy); 

• mainstreaming EU biodiversity objectives, planned evaluation of 

the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020; 

• integrating nature conservation into SFM

• Etc

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/15/review-of-the-eu-forest-strategy-council-conclusions/


Next big debate: biodiversity..?



ERIAFF-network: European forested

regions

• Italy: Abruzzo, Calabria, Toskana

• Spain: Castilla y Leon, Katalonia, Baskimaa

• Germany: Bavaria

• Finland: Itä- ja Pohjois-Suomi

• Romania: Harghita

• Sweden: Norrbotten, Västerbotten



ERIAFF European forested regions: 

priorities 2019-2020

• Regional circular bioeconomy strategies vs. EU 
Bioeconomy Strategy

• Collaboration on forest fires and new risks (pests etc) 

• Climate smart, sustainable forest management

• Promotion of wood construction

• Next event: Helsinki 8th of July 2019: regional 
bioeconomy strategies



Bioeconomy & EU funding

• EU-funding as a tool to achieve policy

objectives i.e. ERDF, ESF, Horizon 

2020, European Fund for Strategic 

Investments (EFSI), LIFE… 

• Building partnerships for common 

projects – future common investments?



https://www.eib.org/
attachments/pj/acces
s_to_finance_study_
on_bioeconomy_en.p
df

Most of EU support

focuses in the early

phase innovation –

more support

needed for 

commercialisation of 

new products

https://www.eib.org/attachments/pj/access_to_finance_study_on_bioeconomy_en.pdf


EIB circular economy and bioeconomy projects

https://www.eib.org/attachments/thematic/circular_economy_guide_en.pdf



• Each partnership received advisory
services up to a value of €200.000, 
organised in partnership with the
OECD. 

• Grant of up to €300.000 to regions to 
implement the strategy



“Digitisation and Circular Economy enhancing the Bio-Economy 
in East-North Finland”

applied to
“Tree, Wood & Timber Value chain”

• Improved automation and digitisation

• New smart, digital solutions 
e.g. new sensors, real-time monitoring, 
digital platform for sharing and 
bundling of side-streams, AI applied to 
harvesting and logging etc.

• Promotion of natural products
towards e.g. wood construction, drugs, 
medicines and cosmetics, energy, 
textile, food, inorganic chemistry etc.

• Industrial symbiosis
better valorisation of side streams such 
as wood chips, tree bark, saw dust, bio-
ethanol, lignin, turpentine, CO², bio-
composites and bio-plastics etc.

• Promotion/upscale of (existing and 
new) solutions for water treatment 
and recycling.

➔ Cross-regional voucher system
➔ Focus on small SMEs & micro-

Companies



• For our regions being an active participant in 

bioeconomy discussion in Brussels has meant: 

• More money €€

• More say in matters important for our region

• New alliances, new opportunities


